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Academic degrees and ranks

in service since 2021-11-05: associate professor in History of Ancient Philosophy at Department of Educational Sciences of the University of Catania.

2018-11-05 to 2021-11-04: tenure-track assistant professor (ricercatore “lettera b”) in History of Ancient Philosophy at Department of Educational Sciences of the University of Catania.

2015-01-27: habilitation for associate professor in History of Philosophy.

2008-08-01 to 2016-07-31: postdoctoral researcher in History of Ancient Philosophy at the University of Catania. Research project: Oral Teaching and Written Commentaries in the Exegetical Tradition of the Neoplatonic Schools of Athens and Alexandria.

2007-04-04: PhD in Philosophy, Sciences and Culture in Late Antiquity, Middle Ages and Renaissance at the University of Salerno. Dissertation title: Boethius’ Commentaries on Porphyry’s Isagoge and the Greek Exegetical Tradition.

2001-03-16: Master’s degree (laurea) in Philosophy at the Faculty of Philosophy and Letters of the University of Catania.



Visiting positions

2019-09-01 to 2019-10-01: Visiting Scholar at New York University. Sponsor: David Konstan.



Research activity

Member of the following societies:

since 2006: Italian Philosophical Society (SFI).

since 2017: International Society for Neoplatonic Studies (ISNS).

since 2018: Italian Society for the History of Ancient Philosophy (SISFA).

since 2016: member of the FiTMU center for studies (studies of late-antique, medieval and humanistic philosophy) at the University of Salerno.

Principal investigator of the following funded research project:

2020 to 2022: University of Catania starting grant on “Philosophy as Exegesis in the Imperial and Late Antique Ages: the Aristotelian Commentators”.

Member of the following funded research projects:

2006 to 2007: Project of National Interest (Italy = PRIN) on “The Birth of the European Individual: Individuality as a Philosophical Problem”. Principal investigators: Prof. Giovanni Casertano (national), Prof. Maria Barbanti (local).

2006 to 2007: University of Catania project on “Orality and Literacy in Aristotle. The Role and Value of Literacy in the Creation and Transmission of Philosophical Knowledge”. Principal investigator: Prof. Rosa Loredana Cardullo.

2008: University of Catania project on “Aristotle in Iamblichus. Historical-Critical Investigation on the Presence and Effect of the Philosophy of Aristotle in the Theoretical and Esegetical Work of the Neoplatonic Teacher”. Principal investigator: Prof. Rosa Loredana Cardullo.

2014 to 2015: University of Catania project on “Rational and Arational in the History of Thought. The Ongoing Conflict between Apollo and Dionysus from Ancient Philosophy to Neurosciences”. Principal investigator: Prof. Rosa Loredana Cardullo.

2017 to 2019: Department of Educational Sciences of the University of Catania project on “Archetypes for future. Shapes, functions, meanings and styles in the relation of Mythos and Logos”. Principal investigator: Prof. Salvatore Vasta.

2020 to 2022: Department of Educational Sciences of the University of Catania project on “Self-Care, Care of the World. The Impact of the Environmental Crisis on the Body (sôma) and Morale (psyché) of Human Beings”. Principal investigator: Prof. Rosa Loredana Cardullo.

2003 to 2018: contribution to the research activity of the chair of Ancient Philosophy of the Department of Educational Sciences at the University of Catania, held by Prof. Rosa Loredana Cardullo.



Presentations at academic conferences

2005-12-17: Boezio e Ammonio lettori dell’Isagoge at the XVI Convegno Nazionale dei Dottorati di Ricerca in Filosofia (Reggio Emilia). Organized by: Istituto Banfi.

2006-09-22: Il divino nella traduzione calcidiana del Timeo at the XVI Convegno della SISPM, on “Cosmogonie e Cosmologie nel Medioevo” (Catania). Organized by: Concetto Martello, Alessandro Musco and Giuseppe Roccaro.

2007-09-17: Influenza delle scuole neoplatoniche di Atene e Alessandria sui commentari di Boezio all’Isagoge at the XII International Congress of Medieval Philosophy, on “Universality of Reason. Plurality of Philosophies in the Middle Ages” (Palermo). Organized by: Loris Sturlese, Giulio d’Onofrio, Alfonso Maierù, Pasquale Porro, Concetto Martello, Alessandro Musco, Luciana Pepi and Giuseppe Roccaro.

2008-01-16: Alessandro di Afrodisia e la gerarchia aristotelica delle forme di conoscenza nel commentario a Metafisica A 1 at the conference on “Il libro Alpha della Metafisica di Aristotele tra storiografia e teoria” (Catania). Organized by: Rosa Loredana Cardullo.

2009-01-29: Le dunameis dell’anima nelle Enneadi at the conference on “Anima e libertà in Plotino” (Catania). Organized by: Maria Barbanti.

2009-03-18: Astrazione in Alessandro di Afrodisia at the conference on “Intuizione e astrazione nella filosofia medievale” (Catania). Organized by: Concetto Martello.

2010-07-12: La teoria platonica della visione nei Saturnalia di Macrobio (VII, 14) at the Convegno di Studi del Dottorato FITMU, on “Princeps philosophorum, pater philosophiae. Platone nell'Occidente tardo-antico, medievale e umanistico” (Fisciano).

2011-09-26: Il rapporto tra anima e corpo in Filopono e “Filopono”: il De intellectu e il commentario al De anima a confronto at the XX Convegno Internazionale della Società Italiana per lo Studio del Pensiero Medievale (S.I.S.P.M.), on “Traduzioni e Tradizioni. Il pensiero medievale nell’incontro tra le culture mediterranee” (Siracusa). Organized by: Fabrizio Amerini, Carmela Baffioni, Armando Bisogno, Giulio d’Onofrio, Onorato Grassi, Alessandro Musco, Massimo Parodi, Luciana Pepi and Pasquale Porro.

2013-10-31: Scienze cognitive e filosofia antica: un fertile connubio per la divulgazione e la ricerca at the XXXVIII Congresso della Società Filosofica Italiana, on “La domanda civile di filosofia. Modi, tipi e generi del filosofare per la società del XXI secolo” (Catania).

2015-05-04: L’inseparabilità dell’anima dal corpo in Alessandro di Afrodisia (De anima e in Top.) at the conference on “Percepire, apprendere, agire. La riflessione antica sul rapporto tra mente e corpo” (Catania). Organized by: Rosa Loredana Cardullo, Giuseppe Bentivegna and Giovanna Giardina.

2016-04-28: Emozioni e razionalità in Alessandro di Afrodisia at the 1st FIR Conference, on “Reason and No-Reason, from Ancient Philosophy to Modern Neurosciences. Old Parameters, New Perspectives” (Catania). Organized by: Rosa Loredana Cardullo and Francesco Coniglione.

2017-03-17: Shame and Reason. The Cognitive Requirements of Aischynê according to Plato at the conference on “Les émotions chez Platon. Emotions in Plato” (Paris). Organized by: Laura Candiotto and Olivier Renaut.

2017-06-14: Is self-knowledge one or multiple? Consciousness in ‘Simplicius’, Commentary on On the Soul at the 15th annual ISNS conference (Olomouc). Organized by: Tomáš Nejeschleba, Jozef Matula, Sara Itoku Ahbel-Rappe and John Finamore.

2017-06-15: From Heroes to Zeroes: The Pythagorean Refugees of the 6th and 5th Centuries at the conference on “Political Refugees in the Ancient Greek World” (Aix-en-Provence). Organized by: Laura Loddo.

2018-06-25: Philoponus on Body and Soul in the Presocratics at a plenary session of the Sixth Biennial Conference of the International Association for Presocratic Studies (Delphi). Organized by: Richard McKirahan.

2018-11-12: Ai margini del mito. Le origini misteriche della filosofia nelle Vite di Pitagora di Porfirio e Giamblico at the 2017 FIRD intermediate seminar, on “Archetipi futuri. Forme, funzioni, significati e stili nella relazione di Mythos e Logos” (Catania). Organized by: Salvatore Vasta.

2018-12-12: Replying to Stoics as the Basis of True Aristotelianism: the Significance of Polemics in Alexander of Aphrodisias’ Commentaries and Treatises at the Lectio International Conference on “Polemics, Rivalry and Networking in Greco-Roman Antiquity” (Leuven). Organized by: Pieter d’Hoine, Gert Partoens, Geert Roskam, Stefan Schorn, Jos Verheyden.

2019-06-06: The Two Aphrodites: Plotinus, Proclus and the Sublimation of Bodily Desires at the conference on “Dis/embodiment and Im/materiality: Uncovering the Body, Gender and Sexuality in Philosophies of Late Antiquity” (Budapest). Organized by Marianne Saghy, István Perczel, Jasmina Lukić, Grace Ledbetter, Gábor Kendeffy, Stanimir Panayotov, Anastasia Theologou, Andra Juganaru, Mariana Bodnaruk, Dunja Milenković.

2019-06-20: The Symbolic Interpretation of the Presocratics in John Philoponus’ Commentary on Aristotle’s On the Soul at the 2017 FIRD final conference, on “Archetipi futuri. Forme, funzioni, significati e stili nella relazione di Mythos e Logos” (Catania). Organized by: Salvatore Vasta.

2021-06-08: Olympiodorus comments on Aristotle: the theoretical approach of the commentary on Meteorology, book 2 at the 18th annual ISNS conference (Athens). Organized by: Ioanna Patsioti, Giannis Stamatellos, Svetla Slaveva-Griffin and John Finamore.

2021-06-20: From Literacy to Orality and Back: The Complex Textualization of Late Neoplatonic Lectures at the Fourteenth Conference on Orality and Literacy in the Ancient World (Jerusalem). Organized by: Margalit Finkelberg, Rachel Zelnick-Abramovitz and Donna Shalev.

2021-06-30: Stagioni e sonno: l’effetto dell’ambiente sugli esseri umani in Alessandro di Afrodisia (?), Quaestio I.20 at the conference on “Cura di sé, cura del mondo. L’impatto della crisi ambientale sul fisico (sôma) e sul morale (psyché) dell’uomo” (Catania). Organized by: Loredana Cardullo.

2021-09-29: Reality and Soul in the Neoplatonic Theory of Sense-Perception at the conference “L’invenzione della realtà. Scienza, mito e immaginario nel dialogo tra realtà psichica e mondo oggettivo” (Catania). Organized by: Emanuele Coco.

2022-06-08: ‘There Is Something Mythical in Natural Things:’ The Role of Myth in Olympiodorus’ Commentary on Aristotle’s Meteorology at the 19th annual ISNS conference (Athens).

2022-08-07: The Physical and Moral Interpretation of Allegories in Antiquity at the 43rd International Wittgenstein Symposium (Kirchberg am Wechsel). Organized by: Herbert Hrachovec and Jakub Mácha.



Visiting lecturer

2017-07-10: lecture on Metaphysics and psychology in Alexander of Aphrodisias’ commentary on the fourth book of the Topics for the chair of Ancient and Late Antique Philosophy of the Department of Philosophy at the University of Cologne.

2019-06-10 to 2019-06-11: ancient philosophy class on Alessandro: polemica, esegesi, originalità in the RAMUS PhD program at the University of Salerno.

2022-03-02: lecture on How the oral origin of Aristotle’s and Olympiodorus’ writings influences their content for the chair of Greek Philosophy of the Department of Philosophy at the University of British Columbia.



Teaching activity

2003 to 2017: contribution to the teaching activity of the chair of Ancient Philosophy of the Department of Education Sciences at the University of Catania, held by Prof. Rosa Loredana Cardullo.

Courses in undergraduate programs, at the University of Catania:
2017 to 2018: Education in the Greek world.
2018 to 2020: Education and childhood in the Greek world.
2019 to 2020: Reading skills.
2020 to 2022: Education and philosophy in the Greek world.
2020 to 2021: Contemporary epistemology.

Course in graduate program, at the University of Catania:
2019 to 2020: Philosophy and education in antiquity.
2021 to 2022: Bioethics course with Ethics in Citizenship workshop.

Course in doctoral program:
2020 to 2021: Methodology of philosophical research, at the University of Catania.

Since 2022: member of the board of the doctoral program in Educational processes, theoretical-transformative models and research methods applied to the territory of the University of Catania.



Publications

Books:

I commentari all’Isagoge di Porfirio tra V e VI secolo (Analecta Humanitatis 18), foreword by R. Loredana Cardullo, Acireale - Roma (Bonanno Editore) 2010, 223 pages.

La dottrina dell’autocoscienza nel commentario al De anima attribuito a Simplicio. Συναίσθησις e διττὴ γνῶσις (Cultura e formazione. Filosofia 24), foreword by Maria Di Pasquale Barbanti, Acireale - Roma (Bonanno Editore) 2013, 248 pages.

«Coloro che discutono» (Hoi dialegomenoi). La dialettica aristotelica tra metafisica, retorica e psicologia (Cultura e formazione. Filosofia 40), Acireale - Roma (Bonanno Editore) 2017, 110 pages.

Dialettica, genere e anima nel commento di Alessandro di Afrodisia al IV libro dei Topici di Aristotele. Introduzione, saggi di commento, traduzione e note (Temi metafisici e problemi del pensiero antico 145), forewords by R. Loredana Cardullo - Maddalena Bonelli, Milano (Vita e Pensiero) 2017, 303 pages.

Olympiodorus, On Aristotle Meteorology 2-3 (Ancient Commentators on Aristotle), London - Oxford - New York - New Delhi - Sydney (Bloomsbury), in progress.

Scholarly papers:

I Symmikta Zêtêmata di Porfirio, fonte del De Statu Animae di Claudiano Mamerto, «Auctores nostri» (Bari, Edipuglia), 2 (2005), 141-159.

Antecedenti porfiriani della triade οὐσία-δύναμις-ἐνέργεια, «Annali della facoltà di Scienze della formazione Università degli studi di Catania» (Catania, Università degli Studi di Catania), 9 (2010), 171-182.

Il lessico dell’astrazione in Alessandro di Afrodisia, «Giornale critico della filosofia italiana» (Firenze, Casa Editrice Le Lettere), VII serie volume IX, 92 (94) (2013), n. 2, 302-321.

Aristotle’s Topics in the Greek Neoplatonic Commentaries on the Categories, «Peitho. Examina antiqua» (Poznań, Wydawnictwo Naukowe Instytutu Filozofii UAM), 1 (5) (2014), 91-117.

Quando Alessandro di Afrodisia critica Aristotele: esempi dal commento a Topici IV, 1-2, in Κάλλος καὶ ἀρετή. Bellezza e virtù. Studi in onore di Maria Barbanti (Analecta Humanitatis 29), ed. by R. Loredana Cardullo - Daniele Iozzia, Acireale - Roma (Bonanno Editore) 2014, 349-360.

L’evoluzione di una dossografia sull’incorporeità dell’anima da Aristotele ai commentatori neoplatonici, in La complessità della cultura. Flussi, identità, valori (Scienze della Formazione), ed. by Francesco Paterniti - Donatella Privitera, Milano (FrancoAngeli) 2019, 69-83.

Porfirio e Giamblico sulla formazione di Pitagora in Oriente, in Giacomo Borbone - R. Loredana Cardullo - Emanuele Coco - Francesco Coniglione - Chiara Militello - Salvatore Vasta, Il mito tra filosofia e scienza. Temi e prospettive dall’antichità a oggi (Imaginalia 2), ed. by E. Coco - S. Vasta, Catania (Malcor D’ Edizione) 2019, 141-161.

Due prospettive sull’autocoscienza nel commentario al De anima attribuito a Simplicio, in Il valore e la virtù. Studi in onore di Silvana Raffaele (Analecta Humanitatis 37), ed. by Elena Frasca, Acireale - Roma (Bonanno Editore) 2019, 189-199.

From Heroes to Zeroes: The Pythagorean Refugees of the 6th and 5th Centuries, «Pallas. Revue d’études antiques», 112 (2020), 35-48.

Αἰσχύνη and the Λογιστικόν in Plato’s Republic, in Emotions in Plato (Brill’s Plato Studies 4), ed. by Laura Candiotto - Olivier Renaut, Leiden - Boston (Brill) 2020, 238-251.

Mythical language and truth: The “affair” between Ares and Aphrodite in Aristotle, «Prolegomena. Journal of Philosophy», 20 (2021), n. 1, 5-23.

Il linguaggio del mito e la filosofia: l’interpretazione simbolica nel commentario di Filopono al De anima di Aristotele, in Mythos e Logos. Tra archetipi antichi e sguardi sul futuro (philosophica 264), ed. by R. Loredana Cardullo - Francesco Coniglione, Pisa (Edizioni ETS) 2021, 147-157.

Replying to Stoics as the Basis of True Aristotelianism. The Significance of Polemics in Alexander of Aphrodisias’ Commentaries and Treatises, in Polemics and Networking in Graeco-Roman Antiquity, ed. by Pieter d’Hoyne - Geert Roskam - Stefan Schorn - Joseph Verheyden, Turnhout (Brepols) 2021, 93-116.

Gli elementi e i principi degli enti sensibili in Platone nell’interpretazione di Alessandro di Afrodisia (Alex. Aphr. In Metaph.: 55.6-8), in the volume in honor of Francesco Coniglione (Analecta Humanitatis), Acireale - Roma (Bonanno Editore), in press.

The two Aphrodites: Plotinus, Proclus and the sublimation of bodily desires, in Soul, Body and Gender in Late Antiquity. Essays on Embodiment and Disembodiment, ed. by Istvan Perczel - Andra Juganaru - Anastasia Theologou - Stanimir Panayotov, London - New York (Routledge), in press.

From Literacy to Orality and Back. The Complex Textualization of Late Neoplatonic Lectures in Patterns of Textualization, ed. by Margalit Finkelberg - Donna Shalev - Rachel Zelnick-Abramo, Leiden - Boston (Brill), in press.

Papers in conference proceedings:

Il divino nella traduzione calcidiana del «Timeo», in Cosmogonie e cosmologie nel Medioevo. Atti del Convegno Nazionale della Società Italiana per lo Studio del Pensiero Medievale (S.I.S.P.M.), Catania, 22-24 settembre 2006 (Textes et études du Moyen Âge 46), a cura di Concetto Martello - Chiara Militello - Andrea Vella, Louvain-la-Neuve (Fédération Internationale des Instituts d’Études Médiévales) 2008, 253-268.

Alessandro di Afrodisia e la gerarchia aristotelica delle conoscenze, in Il libro Alpha della Metafisica di Aristotele tra storiografia e teoria. Atti del Convegno Nazionale. Catania, 16-18 gennaio 2008 (Symbolon 35), ed. by R. Loredana Cardullo, Catania (CUECM) 2009, 211-237.

Le dunameis dell’anima nelle Enneadi, in Anima e libertà in Plotino. Atti del Convegno Nazionale di Catania, 29-30 gennaio 2009 (Symbolon 36), ed. by Maria Di Pasquale Barbanti - Daniele Iozzia, Catania (CUECM) 2009, 227-246.

Il rapporto fra oggetti geometrici, generi e specie in Alessandro di Afrodisia e Boezio, in Universalità della Ragione. Pluralità delle Filosofie nel Medioevo. Universalité de la Raison. Pluralité des Philosophies au Moyen Âge. Universality of Reason. Plurality of Philosophies in the Middle Ages. XII Congresso Internazionale di Filosofia Medievale. Palermo, 17-22 settembre 2007. II.1. Comunicazioni. Latina (Biblioteca dell’Officina di Studi Medievali 14.II.1), ed. by Alessandro Musco - Carla Compagno - Salvatore D’Agostino - Giuliana Musotto, Palermo (Officina di Studi Medievali) 2012, 45-52.

Il rapporto tra anima e corpo in Filopono: il commentario al De anima e il De intellectu a confronto, in «Schede medievali» (Palermo, Officina di Studi Medievali), 52 (2014) = Traduzioni e Tradizioni. Il pensiero medievale nell’incontro tra le culture mediterranee (Siracusa, 26-29 settembre 2011). Atti, ed. by Alessandro Musco - Giulliana Musotto, 281-291.

Scienze cognitive e filosofia antica: Douglas Hofstadter e Porfirio a confronto, in La domanda civile di filosofia. Atti del XXXVIII Congresso Nazionale della Società Filosofica Italiana. Catania il 31 ottobre - 2 novembre 2013, ed. by Francesco Coniglione, Acireale - Roma (Bonanno Editore) 2015, 312-321.

La teoria platonica della visione nei Saturnalia di Macrobio, in Princeps philosophorum. Platone nell’Occidente tardo-antico, medievale e umanistico (Institutiones 5), ed. by Maria Borriello - Angelo Maria Vitale, Roma (Città Nuova) 2016, 259-270.

L’inseparabilità dell’anima dal corpo in Alessandro di Afrodisia (De anima e in Top.), in Percepire apprendere agire. La riflessione filosofica antica sul rapporto tra mente e corpo (Symbolon 43), ed. by R. Loredana Cardullo - Giovanna R. Giardina, Sankt Augustin (Academia Verlag) 2016, 123-142.

Emotions and Reason in Alexander of Aphrodisias: the Place of aidôs in the Human Soul, in Reason and No-Reason from Ancient Philosophy to Modern Neurosciences. Old Parameters, New Perspectives, R. Loredana Cardullo - Francesco Coniglione (eds.), Sankt Augustin (Academia Verlag) 2017, 19-34.

Self-knowledge and self-reversion of the irrational soul in ‘Simplicius’, Commentary on On the Soul, in Platonism and its Legacy. Selected Papers from the Fifteenth Annual Conference of the International Society for Neoplatonic Studies, edited by John F. Finamore - Tomáš Nejeschleba, Lydney (The Prometheus Trust) 2019, 121-140.

Il paschein e i pathê della Terra e degli esseri viventi in Aristotele e Alessandro di Afrodisia (Meteorologica I.14), in the proceedings of the VIII SISFA conference, in press.

Stagioni e sonno: l’effetto dell’ambiente sugli esseri umani in Alessandro di Afrodisia (?), Quaestio I.20, in Cura di sé, cura del mondo. L’impatto della crisi ambientale sul fisico (sôma) e sul morale (psychê) dell’uomo, Firenze (Le Monnier Università / Studi di Mondadori Education), in press.

Reality and Soul in the Neoplatonic Theory of Sense-Perception, in the proceedings of the conference on L’invenzione della realtà. Scienza, mito e immaginario nel dialogo tra realtà psichica e mondo oggettivo, in press.
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